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	💜 You're not alone
Many families deregister due to stress, burnout, or unmet needs. Taking this step is valid. You have the legal right to home educate.



How to use this document
This document is for parents and carers who are deregistering a child from a mainstream school in Northern Ireland.
You are encouraged to:
1. Edit the wording
1. Retype the letter in your own words
1. Add or remove details
1. Use it as an email or printed letter
You do not need permission to home educate a child registered at a mainstream school in England.
Important note before you send this
This document applies only if your child:
1. Is registered at a mainstream school
1. Is not attending a special school named in an EHCP
If your child attends a special school named in an EHCP, local authority consent is required before deregistration. This document is not suitable for that situation.
The deregistration letter
You may copy, edit, or rewrite the letter below.
	Subject: Deregistration of child from school roll
Dear Headteacher,
I am writing to formally notify you that I am deregistering my child from the roll of the school with immediate effect.
Child full name: ___________________________________
Date of birth: ___________________________________
Year group: ___________________________________
From this date, I will be providing education otherwise than at school in accordance with Section 7 of the Education Act 1996.
In accordance with Regulation 8(1)(d) of the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006, please confirm in writing that my child has been removed from the school register and that the local authority has been notified.
Yours sincerely,
___________________________________
Parent or carer full name
___________________________________
Address
___________________________________
Email address
___________________________________
Date



After you send the letter
Once this letter has been received:
1. The school must remove your child from the register
1. Attendance requirements stop immediately
1. The school must notify the local authority
You are not required to:
1. Attend a meeting
1. Provide education plans
1. Seek approval
1. Explain or justify your decision
Requests for these are optional, not legal requirements.
Common pushback and how to respond
Schools sometimes delay or push back. Here's what you might hear and how to respond:
	What they might say
	Your response

	"We need a meeting first"
	"A meeting is not required. Please confirm removal from roll in writing."

	"The local authority must approve"
	"Approval is not required for mainstream schools under Regulation 8(1)(d)."

	"You must show us your education plans"
	"There is no legal requirement to provide plans at deregistration."

	"This is not in the child's best interests"
	"This is my legal decision as a parent. Please confirm removal from roll."



⚠️ What if the school refuses to deregister?
If the school delays or refuses (which is rare but happens):
Step 1: Send a follow-up email
Repeat your request in writing: "I am writing to follow up on my deregistration notice sent on [date]. Please confirm in writing that my child has been removed from roll."
Step 2: Escalate to governors
If no response within 5 working days, email the school governors: "I am writing to inform you that the school has not confirmed deregistration following my notice on [date]. This is required under Regulation 8(1)(d)."
Step 3: Contact the local authority directly
Email the LA's Elective Home Education (EHE) team: "I have submitted a deregistration notice to [school] on [date]. The school has not confirmed removal from roll. I am now notifying you directly that I am providing education otherwise than at school under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996."
Step 4: Seek advice
Contact an EHE support organization or IPSEA (Independent Provider of Special Education Advice) for guidance.
	🚨 Important
Your child is legally deregistered from the moment you send the notice - not when the school confirms it. Keep a copy of your sent email as proof.



Contact from the local authority
After deregistration, the local authority may contact you. This contact is usually informal.
You are allowed to:
1. Respond in writing
1. Take time before replying
1. Decline home visits
1. Share information in your own format
There is no required format for home education evidence.
Real example: Sarah's deregistration timeline
Day 1: Sarah emailed the deregistration letter to the headteacher
Day 3: School requested a meeting. Sarah replied: "A meeting is not required. Please confirm removal from roll in writing."
Day 5: School confirmed removal from roll
Week 2: LA sent a letter asking about education provision
Week 3: Sarah responded with a brief description of their approach. No further contact.
Reassurance
Many families deregister due to stress, burnout, unmet needs, or breakdown of trust. You are allowed to pause and focus on wellbeing first.
Education does not need to look like school to be suitable.
Further support
For more guidance, see our other resources:
1. LA Meeting Prep Pack
1. Legal Rights Checklist
1. Learning Log Templates
Visit awareverse.co.uk/knowledge/homeschool for the full pack.
Disclaimer
This document provides general information for England only.
It is not legal advice.
Local authority practice varies. Always keep written records.
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